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we will kill no one, that we shall lay down our own lives instead,
why should we need swords?   What will a sword symbolize?

[From Gujarati]
Jfavajivan> 18-9-1921

62.   SPEECH AT KUMBAKONAM

September 18, 1921

FRIENDS,

I thank you for all these addresses and the sentiments con-
tained in them. I am sorry, and I know that you will share my
sorrow, that Maulana Mahomed Ali and his Begum are not
with us. Happily I have Maulana Azad Sobhani of Gawnpore
with me. I hardly think that in this din and noise you will have
the opportunity of hearing his message. There are three indis-
pensable conditions that we have to fulfil if we desire the attain-
ment of swaraj and the redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab
wrongs this year.

They are, firstly, absolute unity between the Hindus and Mus-
sulmans, each party retaining their own ties in spite of the madness
of some Moplahs. The second condition is non-violence, and the
third condition is swadeshi. And it has been unfortunate to find
that swadeshi has made the least headway in this Presidency*
You must all discard foreign cloth and take up spinning and weav-
ing. There is a fourth condition which must be fulfilled by the
Hindus, and that is the removal of the curse of untouchability. Un-
less we remove that blot it is utterly impossible to get swaraj.

I know that of all places in India, Madias is the worst re-
garding untouchability. I hope, therefore, that the people of
Kumbaionam will take care to set their house in order in this res-
pect. We cannot keep a fifth part of the Hindu humanity outside
the pale of society and claim to have swaraj. The conditions that
I have mentioned to you are easy of fulfilment, and I pray to
God that He may give you and me wisdom and courage to follow
them out in their entirety.

The Hindu, 19-9-1921